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ORLANDO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TAKES A BOW 
FOLLOWING A YEAR OF AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

ORLANDO, Fla. — This may be the season of giving, but Orlando International Airport (MCO) has been 
fortunate to have been on the receiving end of notable accolades spanning the entire year. Various 
organizations, publications and groups have recognized MCO for its achievements, facilities and 
personnel.  While the awards ranged from the prestigious to the esoteric, the Board and staff of the 
Greater Orlando Aviation Authority (GOAA) celebrate every one. 

With a focus on delivering a unique travel experience for more than 56 million annual passengers, 
Orlando International was proud to be recognized by the World Travel Awards as North America’s 
Leading Airport. Other awards for overall excellence included: Best Airport for Recreation by Global 
Traveler magazine and Best Family-Friendly Domestic Airport from WhereverFamily.com.  

Terminal C, the largest project in airport history, received a host of engineering, construction and design 
awards: 

• Project of the Year by Airport Business Magazine. The award was based on innovation, vision, 
impact and collaboration with key partners including HNTB, Fentress Architects, Burns Engineering, 
Hensel Phelps, and Turner Construction.  

• Top Project of the Year — Engineering News-Record (ENR) Southeast. 

• Excellence in Construction Project of the Year from the Central Florida Chapter of Associated 
Builders and Contractors (ABC).   

• Eagle Award in Infrastructure from the Central Florida Chapter ABC. 

• A+ Award from Architizer, an organization that spotlights architects and designers. 

Another key sector where MCO stood out was sustainability. With attention to energy usage and water 
management practices, along with adhering to stricter building and materials standards, GOAA was 
lauded for its efforts with the following distinctions: 



 

• Benjamin J. Siwinski Sustainability Award for Terminal C  

• U.S. Green Building Council (USBC) Sustainability Technology Award — Terminal C 

• USBC Marquee Green Building Legacy Award — Train Station 

• Green Apple Environment Awards International Bronze Award for Terminal C 

2023 has also been a year of accomplishments for Aviation Authority leadership. GOAA Chief Executive 
Officer Kevin Thibault was recognized as one of Orlando Business Journal’s 2023 C-Suite Honorees. He 
was also named one of Orlando Magazine’s “50 Most Powerful People of 2023.” Routes World, an 
international organization that supports the air transport industry, presented Chief Development Officer 
Vicki Jaramillo with the 2023 Individual Leadership Award. The GOAA Finance team, led by Chief 
Financial Officer Kathleen Sharman, received the Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers Association. Gary Trotta, Assistant VP of Operations at Orlando Executive 
Airport, was named to Airport Business Magazine’s 40 Under 40 list.  

There were also a handful of atypical, yet still appreciated, recognitions: 

• Best Carpet — Orlando Weekly 

• Best Digital Signage for Public Spaces — Digital Signage Experience (DIZZIE)   

• Favorite Airport Shopping — trazeetravel.com, a publication written for and by travelers ages 25-40 

• Best Sit-Down Restaurants for Travelers - No. 2: Cask & Larder — USA Today 

• Best Workplaces for Commuters — Center for Urban Transportation Research  

And most recently, at the Airports Council International North America annual conference for 
Communications, Marketing and Customer Experience, MCO staff received first place honors in the Print 
Communications category for producing a commemorative book celebrating the opening of Terminal C.  

 
### 

For more information, please contact Angela Starke, Rod Johnson or Larry Ell in the Office of Public Affairs 
at the Greater Orlando Aviation Authority at 407-825-2055. After hours, holidays and during weekends, 
please email us at MCOPIO@goaa.org for further assistance. 
 

The Greater Orlando Aviation Authority is proud to operate Orlando International Airport (MCO) and Orlando Executive Airport 
(ORL), two of Florida’s premier air travel gateways. MCO is a world-class global connector, serving more than 50 million annual 
passengers in its Main Terminal and Terminal C. Connected to an Intermodal Terminal Facility, Terminal C is an inventive 
structure that elevates the customer experience with 100% automated screening lanes at TSA checkpoints. ORL is conveniently 
located just miles from downtown Orlando and provides vital general aviation access to the heart of the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cutr.usf.edu/

